PRIORITIES FOR PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)
STOCK
ALLOCATION FOR BARNET
Priority 1: Staff who will be performing aerosol generating procedures on a
confirmed case (by testing) or a possible case (with Covid-19 symptoms) in all
settings.
PPE should include (as per Appendix I) disposable gloves, disposable fluid-repellent
gown, Filtering Face Piece Respirator (FFP3 mask) and goggles/eyes and face
protector – all single use.
Symptoms of possible* Covid-19 include:
•

Requiring admission to hospital (a hospital practitioner has decided that admission to hospital
is required with an expectation that the patient will need to stay at least one night)
and
• have either clinical or radiological evidence of pneumonia
or
• acute respiratory distress syndrome
or
• influenza like illness (fever ≥37.8°C and at least one of the following respiratory symptoms,
which must be of acute onset: persistent cough (with or without sputum), hoarseness, nasal
discharge or congestion, shortness of breath, sore throat, wheezing, sneezing
*PHE definition of a possible case

Priority 2: Staff who will have close, direct and personal contact (e.g. bathing,
washing and staying within 2m of infected person) with a confirmed or suspected
case of Covid-19 in care homes*, or someone who is self-isolating, should wear PPE
up to 14-day period from the start of symptoms or positive test (see
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-admission-and-care-of-peoplein-care-homes.

PPE should include (As per Appendix I) disposable gloves and plastic apron for
single use, fluid-resistant surgical mask for sessional use and face/eye protection for
sessional use, if at risk of splashing.
Care homes who have 2 or more confirmed or possible cases of COVID-19 (either
residents or staff), can consider wider use of PPE for all staff in personal and direct
contact with all residents of care homes. It is important however to ensure staff as
well as residents are cohorted, as per these guidelines.
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-admission-and-care-of-peoplein-care-homes.
*Although people are infectious up to 7 days from first onset of symptoms, care homes residents are
more vulnerable and their immune system may have been weaker. Therefore 14-day isolation and
adequate PPE is recommended.)
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OR
Staff who will have close, direct and personal contact with a confirmed or suspected
case of Covid-19 in any other setting (apart from care homes) up to 7-day period
from the start of symptoms or a positive test.
OR
If another household member has symptoms or confirmed Covid-19, and the
individual being cared for and their worker cannot remain at a safe protected
distance (2 metres) from that symptomatic member of the household.
Priority 3: Direct/personal care or visit to any individuals in the extremely vulnerable
group or where a member of the household is within the extremely vulnerable group
undergoing shielding. This is irrespective of COVID-19 infection.
PPE should include disposable gloves, disposable plastic apron and surgical mask –
all single use.
ALL OTHER STAFF that do not come under P1, P2 or P3 categories, will need to
practice stringent social distancing and regular hygiene measures. It is
recommended to assess their risk of exposure to COVID-19 individually and before
visits, however wider use of PPE in communities where there is no sustained
transmission of COVID-19, is not recommended, at present.

PLEASE CONTACT covid19@barnet.gov.uk to obtain PPE stock or hand sanitisers
for your service.
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Appendix I – Recommended Personal Protective Equipment for community settings,
4th April 2020
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