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Date: 17 October 2008 

To: Leader of Barnet Council 
Subject: Future Shape 

While we appreciate the complexities of modern Local Authorities and the need for them to evolve to meet the future requirements of residents, we call on the council to suspend any proposals made in the report to the 3 December cabinet committee to transfer any services to external providers or private sector companies.

With present economic instability and near financial meltdown, banks and other companies are still at risk of failure. Already Barnet Council is at risk to the tune of £27 million plus invested in Icelandic Banks. 

Any external partner/ provider including other Public Sector Organisations could face similar situations or worse. For Barnet council to partner with any organisation which could bring with it potential debts or the risk of economic failure will endanger Barnet jobs, Barnet services and the local economy, spelling catastrophe for Barnet residents and staff.

Given the current economic climate we call on the council to involve all staff and residents more thoroughly and widely in the review of current service delivery. We request that, during the postponement from delivering proposals, further work be carried out to gather more comprehensive data which can be used to make more informed choices at the appropriate time. In particular a great deal of work has to go into economic Risk Assessment of any form of outsourcing.

Barnet staff and residents face too uncertain a future, (job insecurity, skyrocketing cost of living), for them to be exposed to the risk of failure of local support and services provided by the council if it is teamed up with an external provider. We know of £27 million of Council risk and there could possibly be more. In these uncertain times, when the banks are too scared even to lend to each other, now we know the risks posed by any external provider?
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