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The real Daniel
Blakes: disabled
people in poverty

2.8 MILLION disabled
peopleareindeep poverty
(<50% of median
income). Source: New
Policy Institute

Austerity hasbeen
targeted atdisabled
peoplenine times more
thanthegeneral
population and severely
disabled people have been
targeted 19 times more
thanthegeneral
population. Source:
Centrefor Welfare Reform

Afterthe 2016 Budget,
the Office for Budget
Responsibility found
that, ‘the governmentis
ontrackby2020-21to
spend thelowestamount
onwelfare,asa
percentage of GDP,in 30
years.’ Source: BBC

90,000 disabled people
willlose their mobility
carsunderwelfare
reform. Source
Fullfact.org

Sanctions

In 2015 approximately
81,000 sanctionswere
applied todisabled
people, 80% tothoseon
JSAand 16,000 tothosein
the ESA Workrelated
group. Source: New Policy
Institute

Sixoutof10
employmentand support
allowance (ESA)
claimantshitwitha
sanction are people with
amental health
conditionorlearning
impairment. Source:
Benefits and Work

Sanctionsare more
severethan courtfines:
£286.80-£11,185.20 for
benefit sanctionsto £200
—-£10,000 for courtfines.
Source: Dy David Webster

Offendersinthe court
system cannotbe
punished beforea
hearing, whilstthe
benefitclaimant’s
punishmentisapplied
rightaway. Source: Dr
David Webster

Dr David Webster on

benefitsanctions:
“Benefitsanctionsarean
amateurish, secret penal
systemwhich ismore
severethanthe
mainstreamjudicial
system, but lacksits
safeguards. Itistime for
everyone concerned for the
rights of the citizen to
demand theirabolition.”

The Work Capability
Assessment (WCA)
Astatistical study found
thatthe WCA could have
caused around 590
suicides, 279,000 cases of
mentalillhealthand
725,000 more
prescriptions for
antidepressants. Source:
Journal of Epidemiology
and Community Health.
The Royal College of
Psychiatrists also said the
researchwas of “high
quality”

Whenthe WCA was
introducedin 2008, itwas
claimed thatitwould
lower the number of
disabled claimantsbyone
million overadecade.
Adecadelaterand the
number of claimants on
thisbenefitisroughly the
same. Source: Office for
Budget Responsibility

Overthesame 10-year
period, operatingthe
WCAhasdoubled in cost
to £579mayear, and now
costsmore thanithas
saved. Source: National
Audit Office

Find out more: www.dpac.uk.net/research
Twitter: @dis_ppl_protest
Facehook: DPAC (Disabled People Against Cuts)



